
1 

April 10, 2016    Sermonette on Acts 9:1-19 

 

“Jesus is Lord” means Jesus is Lord 

 

When we say, “I believe in the resurrection of the dead,” we are also confessing that “Jesus is Lord.” 

Not “was,” but “is.”  The resurrection is not a onetime miracle that I remember happened long ago.  It 

has lasting ramifications for the here and now.  I believe that He is ruling over all things right now.  I 

believe that He is in control of all things right now.  Not one sparrow falls to the ground without God’s 

permission.  Even the very hairs of my head are numbered.   “Jesus is Lord.” 

 

This truth brings comfort but it also brings questions.  If Jesus is alive and well and ruling over the 

heavens and the earth, then why doesn’t He use more of that power to start squashing evil?  The 

Christians of the early Christian church could have asked the same question.  “Why are you letting Saul 

get away with murder?”  Saul was breathing out murderous threats and getting away with murder 

against Christians.  But then in today’s text Jesus finally stepped in and did something about it.  He 

shook Saul, later known as Paul, to his core and scared Him to death when He appeared to him on the 

way to Damascus with a thunderous accusation, “Why are you persecuting me?”  He looked at Saul’s 

persecutions against Christians as persecutions against Him.   

 

The rest of the story is simply awesome.  The vision made Paul blind.  He was led by the hand into 

Damascus to the house of Judas on Straight Street.  He didn’t eat or drink anything for three days.   

What do you imagine was going through his mind as he sat there all by himself?  All he would have 

done was pray and think.  “What have I done?  What have I been doing?  What will happen to me?  

Lord Jesus, have mercy on me!  I’m so sorry!  I didn’t know!”  Instead of putting Paul to death, Jesus 

had mercy on him.  He sent Ananias to baptize him and wash his sins away while he was still at the 

house.  He healed Paul’s eyesight as scales fell from his eyes.  All of this turned him from enemy 

number one to the greatest evangelist who ever lived.  Through the conversion of Paul Jesus proved 

that He is alive and well.  Jesus is Lord in the midst of persecution.   

 

Here we see who does the work and who gets the credit for conversion.  The resurrected Jesus 

confronts Saul when he wants nothing to do with Jesus.  Jesus tells Paul exactly what is going to do.  

He predicts to Ananias that he is going to have to suffer for the name of Jesus.  This is all in the 

decision and work of the Lord.  Jesus is Lord of conversion. We don’t choose Him.  He chooses us. 

 

It also shows us the importance of baptism and its purpose.  There was no fanfare to Saul’s baptism.  

There wasn’t a big crowd there.  He wasn’t making a public testimony in front of a big church full of 

people so they can all cheer him on.  He was doing it in the privacy of the upper room of a home; 

unable to even barely walk without having eaten or drunk anything for three days.  He was being 

baptized to personally receive the forgiveness of sins which Jesus earned for him on the cross.  In that 

moment Saul was given the Holy Spirit and a new life.  The power of God worked through the simple 

pouring of water through a prophet in the upper room of Judas’ house.   
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When Jesus told Ananias that he wanted him to go and heal Saul, Ananias didn’t even want to give 

Saul a chance.  But God told him, “Go! I will show Saul how much he must suffer for my name.”  

Jesus had a special life of suffering set aside for Saul, suffering as a consequence of sharing the Gospel.  

Saul would become the enemy of his former friends.  He would become the hunted and the persecuted.  

His zeal would be turned into a holy zeal to show people that Jesus was the Messiah and Savior.  With 

a reckless abandon and a strong faith he would risk his life telling people to repent and believe.  He 

would be jailed, stoned, whipped, shipwrecked and eventually beheaded at the outskirts of Rome.  

Paul’s conversion would testify to the Roman world that Jesus was alive and well.  Whether Ananias 

thought Saul would be a good man for the job or not, God knew what he was going to do with Saul.  

That was to be enough.   

 

Do we need more Saul stories to believe that Jesus is still powerfully ruling in the heavens and the 

earth?  I found it interesting when I watched the movie, “God’s Not Dead,” how they concluded the 

movie.  There was an ardent atheist and chauvinist professor who did all he could to prove that God 

didn’t exist.  At the end of the movie after arguing with a Christian student, the professor was hit by a 

car and dying on the road.  In his last moments, he confessed his faith in Christ and believed in Jesus.  

The movie depicted a “Saul to Paul” type of conversion on the professor.   

 

It brought a nice finish to the movie as Hollywood likes to do, yet in reality we rarely see such things 

happen.  Sometimes you hear about celebrities having a turnaround like Johnny Cash, Michael Ervin or 

Phil Robertson.  But more often than not we see people who once confessed Christ slowly fade away 

from the faith rather than dramatically be brought into the faith.  It would be great to see more powerful 

conversions such as happened with Saul, especially in today’s world.  For instance, wouldn’t it be great 

to see a powerful mullah in the Muslim world convert to Christ?   

 

But does this mean that Jesus isn’t Lord anymore?   Or is it that we just don’t see the miracles that 

happen because they aren’t as flashy as this?  Paul said that he was “abnormally born” in his 

conversion, so we shouldn’t expect God to work this way.  Shouldn’t we rather see that God wants to 

see us keep praying for people and keep on witnessing to them?  Shouldn’t we rather keep baptizing 

and proclaiming the truth to our children in hope and expectation that the Holy Spirit will work through 

these “normal” means?  This is how He promised to work.  This is how He wants to work.   And when 

people simply are brought to faith in these ways and keep coming to worship and die in the faith, isn’t 

this just as powerful of a miracle to be amazed at?  Doesn’t it prove that Jesus is still alive?  Consider 

what we were before and where we would be without Christ.   

 

Paul’s story also shows us that we also shouldn’t write people off.  You may not have heard this, but 

there are Muslims who are converting to Lutheranism and being baptized over in Germany.  They are 

reportedly tired of the oppression in their religion and are welcoming the good news of the Gospel.  

You may be skeptical of such news, but shouldn’t we rather treat such news with rejoicing and 

eagerness to share the Gospel?  Jesus is still Lord.    
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Think also of the call to Christ and what happens as a result.  Paul was called to a life of suffering.  

Jesus said that Paul would be shown how much he had to suffer for Jesus’ name.  So Paul told the 

Christians in Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, “We must go through many hardships to enter the 

kingdom of God.”  (Ac 14:22)  God never said that prosperity and success would be a sign of His 

power and His kingdom coming, but rather faith in the midst of suffering and death.  Should we expect 

any less?  If we are witnessing to people that are under the control of evil and they don’t want to be set 

free from their sins, should we expect them to welcome us when we say, “Repent for the kingdom of 

heaven is near”?  I should think not.  Jesus never promised that His Lordship would exempt us from 

suffering.  He actually prophesied that it would bring it.   

 

Suffering doesn’t mean that God is weak or that God is dead.  It doesn’t mean that God doesn’t care.  

We should rather assume that God is being patient and wanting people like Saul to repent and believe 

in Christ.   When Moses led two million people through the desert it took time.   They had to move 

slowly to accommodate for the young and the old.  When you are leading a carpool the first person has 

to take time to make sure that everyone is following and no one has missed a turn or blown a tire.  It 

takes patience.  It doesn’t mean the leader is slow or lazy, but meticulous and careful.  If he is a good 

leader he takes his time to make sure he isn’t going too fast and people are left behind and end up lost.  

He wants them to get to the destination.  So also with our God.   

 

Jesus waited until just the right time, allowing Saul to persecute Christians and even oversee their 

deaths so that at just the right time He could convert Paul.  When His children were persecuted and 

died, they didn’t fall from faith.  They grew in their faith.  Some were transported to heaven when they 

were putting them to death.  Where it looked like they were losing, God was actually winning.  He is 

doing the same for more people that we can imagine.   

 

“Jesus is Lord” means Jesus is Lord.  This truth may seem to be a lie in a world of entertainment that 

glorifies the young and the powerful: those who can fly around and do amazing things.  It may seem to 

be false when you see how many more people are turning to Islam and how many are falling away 

from Christianity.  But we live by faith, not by sight.  Jesus is Lord was shown in the conversion of 

Paul.  It is shown in the conversion of anyone.  It is shown when a little baby is baptized in the name of 

the Triune God and somehow brought to faith.   God’s power is shown in a suffering and dying old 

person who clings to his hope that he is going to heaven and that the resurrection from the dead is 

coming.  God’s power is proven when we continue to believe in the grace and mercy of God, even 

when He allows us to go through terrible things in this world, suffer and die.  God’s power is shown in 

His patience.  “Jesus is Lord” means Jesus is Lord.  Amen.   


